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POLITICAL (DOMESTIO). 


Tar Oudh Akhbdr, of the 3rd December, invites attention 
to the complaint published in a journal of the Anjumdn at 
Gonda, as to the need of providing bridges for the nellahs 
and rivulets lying on the road leading from Lucknow to Bul-~ 
tampore vid Mouzah Bungain: a passenger now suffers great 
trouble and inconvenience. 


The Allygurh Institute Gazette, of the 6th December, has a 
leader on Police. The object is to show that the way in which 
inquiries are conducted into criminal cases by the Police is 
far from being satisfactory, and to warn officers not to place 
too much reliance on their reports in passing judgment on 
criminal cases, unless they have satisfied themselves ag to 
their truth by means of personal and private inyestigations. ) 


Bhe Panjdbi: Akhbér, of the 7th December, in a commyni- 
eated article, draws attention to a peculiarly wicked practice 
resorted to: by the zemindars of Thung (Punjab), in order to 
bring Government officials with whom they happen to be on 
bad terms into disgrace. ‘They cause the buneahs of their 
villages, who of course are entirely at their disposal, to enter 
® certain sum in their ledgers ag paid to such an official as a 


bribe, On the basis ofthis outry a anit is  pronght. inte 
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Court against the official, which terminates in the poor man’s 
conviction.. 


The writer ‘calls upon Government is direct its attention 
to the grievance, and see that in cases of the kind referred to 
the giver of the bribe is punished equally with the receiver, 
and too much reliance is not placed on the bunneah’s ledgers ; 
and he further suggests the need of passing an order relating 
to the account-books kept by native bankers and mahajuns, 
so as to prevent the latter from adding or altering any items, 
or employing other shifts and tricks for cheating: the public. 


The same paper states, on the authority of a correspondent 
at Bunnoo, that the people of that part of the country are 
very dirty in their habits. They wear squalid clothes, and 
keep the dirt of their houses collected for a month or two. 


before removing it. The food of the people, eapegery. at. 
marriage foasta, | is disgusting. 


The Khair Khwdh-i-Punjdb of the 8th Sbodsber, is of 
opinion that, unless the following measures are adopted, an 
effective check can never be put to bribery :— 


(a) -A special officer, similar in position to the Superin- 
tendent of the Department for the Suppression of Thuggee 


and Dacoity, with a suitable staff of assistants, should be ap- 
pointed for suppressing the crime. 


(b) It should be ruled that in case of proving the crime, 
the giver of the bribe will not be held punishable. 


(c) Care should be taken to compare the present means 
of Government officials with that possessed by them before 
their employment in the public service, and to ascertain 
whether the increase is justified by their lawful income. Also, 


a watchful eye should be kept over the income and expenditure. 
of the officials, 


The same paper —— that, with ; a view to give full 
effect to the order issuéd by the Punjab Government, ruling 


€ 9 ) 


that no, lamers should be nominated as such whose share | 


has either been sold or mortgaged, or who i is under: a liability, 
it is necessary as & preliminary step that a return: should be 
prepared by the Deputy Commissioner of each district, after 
due inquiries, showing all particulars connected with the lum- 
herdars of each pergunnah as to their liabilities, and the trans- 
fer or inowtenge of seed shares. 


“The Akhmdi-ul- Akhbér, of the same in dain hes an article on 
Police, i in which the writer calls in question the propriety of 
leaving the prosecution of criminal cases committed to court 
by the Police in the hands of that body. It is observed that 
in all such cases the Police attend the Court along with the 
criminals, and conduct discussions like pleaders and mooktars. 
Such a course is extremely objectionable, by preventing crimi- 
nals from making correct statements through fear of the 
Police, and thus enabling the latter to verify their own asser- 
tions, to conceal their unlawful procedure, and to get the 
cases decidedin the way they wish. ” 


t 


The writer oiiiailie by urging on. Govemenet the ne-= 
cessity of taking steps for putting a stop to the unlawful pro- 
cedure of the Police, and precluding them from the exercise of 
undue authority. 2 


The Oudh Akhbar, of the 10th December, quoting the Sho- 
lai-Tiir, states, that in spite of the exertions made by Go- 
vernment for checking bribery, zemindars and talookdars in 
the hope of their own gain, bribe Government officials with 
whom they have to deal, while clever officials find opportuni- 
ties for indulging i in their unfair practices. As an instance of 
this, it ig mentioned that at the time of the recent Settlement, 
the talookdars of Oudh gave handsome bribes in the shape 
of money, shawls, horses, &c., to the Settlement officials in 
hopes of being saved from over-assessment ; but, unfortunately, 
Owing to tha strict supervision of the higher officers, they have 


been, sadly. disappointed i in their expectations, and the en amate!f 
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Given away by tei i bribes Hie’ bes lost for nothing, Biore 
by subjecting them to & double misfortune. : 


The writer concludes by remarking that the j jumma fixed 
in Oudh under.the new Settlement is-certainly too heavy, and. 
by inviting the attention of Government to the fact. 


The Benares Akhbér, of the 12th December, ‘in alluding 
to the case of Baboo Gunput Ram, luggage clerk, Allaha- 
bad Railway Station, urges on Government the necessity of 
calling upon the Railway Company to assign a suitable main- 
tenance allowance for the family of the deceased. The Baboo 


has left a young widow and an infant child, whom his un- 
timely death has rendered utterly helpless. | 


In its columns of local news, the same paper reports that 
in certain quarters of the city ( Benares), especially Chet 
Gunje, Ausan Gunje, &c.,. bad characters freely indulge in 
gambling, and, what is worse, rob persons whom they happen 
to find alone of their money and other property. 


The editor wonders why the Police take no notice of all 
this, and concludes by expressing his conviction that the 
Police must have a secret understanding with bidmashes, as 


was asserted in a late issue of the Allygurh Institute Gazette. , 


The Mukhbir-r-Sadig, of the 24th January, mentions, on 


the authority of a correspondent of the Lauh~i-Mahfde, the 


following serious cases of robbery said to have happened in 
Dera Ismael Khan :— 


(a) A Hindoo, who was travelling in company with 
another from Kolachee to. Dera, was -killed with a sword by 


the latter with the aid of an Affghan, for the sake of Rs. 200 


which were in his possession. On i inquiries being made, the 
offenders were arrested and put into custody. 


@) Thre ‘persons ‘in the employ of some ‘nihaee at 
‘Dera, who Were'on their way to Mooltan with Rs. 19 ,000 it 
‘tash; wete robbed ‘of the money by dacoits ‘neat “Mousali Bil, 


( 41 ) 


fa Bukkar, ‘The 'distelot ‘authorities arb making itiquisias, 
bit no trace of the offenders ‘or ‘the property has aah ‘bees 


diseovered, : : 


_ (0) A caravan of merchants, ‘travelling from Dera. to 
-Mooltan, with Rs. 3,000 worth of silk and Rs. 9,000 in cash, 


was plundered near Scholia by a gang of fifteen or sixteen 


budmashes, and robbed of the ‘money, the silk having been 
Hated. 


The correspondent regrote that the mer of those oasty 
of the country should not use currency notes through their 
- ignorante, and should incur loss of life and propesty PY. carry> 
ing tioney with them in a journey. : : 


‘The Khair- Khwith-i-Aldim, of the 5th February, learns froth 
a correspondent at Séepres (Gwalior) that the contractors of 
transit duties there practise great extortions on the people. 
No fixed rules are observed i in the collection of the customs, 
‘and, what is worse, duties are forcibly levied even within the 
Limits of the Sudder Bazaar, which is under ‘the British rule. 
‘The writer ‘wonders why: neither the Gwalior nor ‘the English 
Governnient takes notice of the grievanee, . ae ae 


The correspondent also invites attention to the number 
‘of thieves ‘in the Sadder Bazaar, who’ are said ‘to lave ‘such 
influsiice as to divide‘a portion of the prefits of the banneshs 
vf ‘the bazdar. ‘This state of things is ‘attributed to the 
‘negligence of ‘the Potive employé, who, for want of any higher 
‘officer ‘to exdrdise supervision over them, pass their timo in 


‘luxury and idleness. 


The Majmd-ul-Bakrdin, of the 6th ieee, in its 
@luins of local news, mentions the parti ‘oulars ‘of a’sérious 
‘caso of theft which took place in the city (Loodhiana). A par- 
‘tan, ‘Containing jewels valued at Rs..17;064, which was placed 
‘ina wooden box in the female - apartments of Prince ‘Sufder 
‘F ting, was found missing onthe morning of the -27th Janw- 
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ary. A’ report of the theft was made to the Polies, who on 
making search found the pdndan lying empty in a dilapi- 
dated house at the back of the Prince’s palace. Beyond this, 
no trace of the stolen property has yet been discovered. A 
notice has been issued by the Police offering a reward of 
Rs. 250 to any one who traces out the thieves and the pro- 


perey: 


The Roendmeha, of the same date, in its columns of local 
news, states that the bad characters in Lucknow have in 
these days devised a. new mode of practising violence. They 
take away gentlemen’s caps and'turbans in the publie'streets, 
and expose them to open disgrace : severat-instances have re- 
cently happened. In one of these a budmash made off with 
a Nawab’s cap at Gholam Husein’s Bridge ; while in another, 
a moonshee who is employed in the Oudh and Rohilkhund 
Railway Office, received asimilar treatment. ‘* It appears to 
us, ’’ the writer remarks, ‘‘that thieves would have the law of 
Hukeem Mahdee Ali Khan’ 's time revived, which was to. the 
following effect :— 


¢¢ Tt is the Emperor’s order that no one should use arms, — 
and that each and all should wear a woman’s cloak » instead 
of a turban.” 


In another article, the editor invites attention to a pecu- 
liar kind of nuisance. One W. Foster has set up a slaughter- 
house in Zamboor Khana, where he kills swine for sale. 
This is extremely hateful and offensive to the people of the 
neighbourhood, both Hindoos and Musalmans, especially be- 


cause birds and quadrupeds take away the bones and pieces 
- of the flesh and drop them into houses. 


A correspondent of the Ponidhi Akhbér, of the § Sth Febra- 
ary, who is an employe of the Executive Engineer’ 's Office, 
Umballa, states that having occasion recently to go towards 
Daoodpore on duty, he found the whole of the road and the 


_-bridges in J ugediree sadly out of repels, and full of ruts and 
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cavities, thereby rendéring them almost im passable, | Past 
year ' when the Lieutenant-Governor of the Punjab passed ’ 
that way in the course of his annual tour, and his carriage’ 
suffered damage, orders were issued by His Honor to the’ 
Tehseeldar of Jagadhree to set the road in repair, but no 
effect has been given to them till now. . ot 


The Urdu Delhi Gazette, of the same date, notices the. pre- 
valence of thefts in Agra. Omitting numerous petty thefts,. 
‘the editor mentions a few of the principal cases which have 
happened recently, the particulars being as follows :— 


(a) A theft was committed at the house of Lala Nund 
Kishore, mohurrir of the Criminal Court, and property worth 
Rs. 900 was stolen away. ee a 


r 


(b) A similar case occ: weed at the house of Mahomed. 
Panah, Raisaldar, the amount of loss being Rs. 3,000. 


(c) On the 24th December, money and property (value 
Rs. 9,000 in all) were robbed from a gharry and palanquin- 
by a gang of dacoits at a place 25 miles distant from. 
Agra, and a man and a woman were wounded in the assault. - 
The spot where the incident took place is said to have been, 
only half a mile distant from the Bhurtpore Police-station ;_ 
but, strange to say, no aid of any kind was afforded by the. 
Police to the unfortunate vic:ims. 


The Police are making inquiries, but no trace of any of 
the cases or the offenders concerned Hine yet been found. 


The Urdu Akhbde of des same ‘oie repeats the same com- 
plaint. It is stated that scarcely a day passes when one or 
two thefts do not happen in the city. Besides the cases already 


noticed, the writer mentions the following as being very. 
Serious ones :— 


* (a) A grain-seller has been robbed of the whole of bie 
Property, and been completely ruined in consequences «> 


. 
iia = aeeisiiaiiaiaateen . eee ciemnatitien saan — sti om satiate sted ee = — « 7 = . 
A Pe ee ee, SF, " elf RiP 2 Sa ee ae ie FP Tl BMS ‘=? Se BO gem = Oe + aes. ro gr xe or lite rue 
aoe ae OS - ~ , = % a we; vee iu 2 aaa a aE. * tite .— - Re, 
7 pea te . ~— Beas : . . " —-* > 
a : 
: * vm: 


= El : eyes 2 a xX . pt R Se Ol ‘. 
Pee : A Baer? aaa Sy" ee a “PBF 2 > omy erat 4 he > : 
‘aster atte nna: cient ie hacelina Pi gyn WIS AE ae eR EAI FE II AS ERAS NS a NT ALL MES IR, ERS AES as * ; 
ts i.) aula oe: eh ae = -atllen etn ep sok ee nn — 


pees = ES 
; Bae 


2 A pie 
rt CS, a 
ae =~ * : a Oe —— 


a - ———— er — " 
= ; 285 , Z ve r 
Faw - es * eh py Yee ee a ae ee eS i eee, Z 
> : “ -2 re 3 ne a 
nedinete We amatonent icdat ants hee ie eR ee Re 
. Set cons 5 aie 3 


pw <a 


4 ~ ere > a ve : ‘re = toe Fad re Sts ’ 
i . SN eee ee ee le ee ad PILE RCE TE < 
. > os . 
ee 
; “ : : ° . ee 


( 114 ) 


 @) A theft ocourred at the honse of a jeweller, residing. 
in mohallah Belungunje, the amount of loss being Rs. 1,17,000,. 
or (another has it) Rs. 1,50,000. The poor man ue bean. 
a undone by ‘this shai 


A search is being made by the Police, but no trace has | 
hitherto been discovered. 


~The Kérndmah, of the 10th February, in its columns of 
local news, prefers a similar complaint relating to the city 
of Lucknow. It is asserted that some cases occur almost 
every night in one mohullah or other. Only recently a theft 
was perpetrated at the house of Raghan Pershad and Kedar 
Nath; while a serious case happened i in mohulla Yaseen, in 
which Gunga Deen, bunneah, and his wife were murdered by 
being strangled, and the corpses thrown into a well. No trace 
of the offenders has been discovered i in either CASe, 


The editor goes on to say that one mohullah, Station, 


Wuzeer Gunje, is the only exception where any serious eases 
have not happened since the appointment of Bukshish Nubee 
as jemadar. This offisial has displayed a singular proof of 
his energy and intelligence by tracing out all the 11 thefts 
which took place in his place of duty during the month of 
January, and recovering nearly the whole amount of property; 
and the writer thinks that the jemadar’s services should be 


rewarded by promotion, in order to give encouragement to 
others. 


The same paper condemns the new arrangements eonnect= 
ed with the money order system, introduced since the be- 
ginning of the current month. The editor enters into a full 
detail of the tedious processes, which have to be undergone 
under the new arrangements, and the consequent delay and 
inconvenience suffered by the public in cashing the orders, 
and which have altogether nullified the benefits’ ‘hitherto de- 
rived by the money order system. It. may easily be gon- 
ceived what ; ‘hartfal delay must unavoidably’ ¢cour.ia peyr 


ment when & paper has to pass through; numerous hands in 
two offices for the completion of the usual process of copying, 
signing, booking, and what not ; and the writer feels sure 
that if the arrangements in question continue, the money: 
order system will entirely decline, and the hoondee system, 
which had ceased to be an attraction to the publie, will revive 
with full vigor. - | | : 


For the above reasons, the writer fails to see what Govern- 
ment could possibly gain by the adoption of a system which 


is hurtful alike to the people and the Government, except that 


the money order agent will now be allowed a fixed pay, 


which will be somewhat less than the income from fees; and 


he points out the desirability of facilitating, r rather than en- 
cumbering, the money order system. 


a 


The Oudh Akhbdr, of the 11th. February, has a ee com- 
municated article on the baneful consequences resulting from 
the use: of maduk and chandu (preparations. of opium for 
smoking). The subject has already been exhausted in the 
articles which have appeared from time to'time in newspapers, 
and especially in the article published in a number of the 
Meerut Debating Society’s Journal ; and need not, therefore, be 
recapitulated here. As before, Government'is asked to issue 
a legal prohibition against the use of the drugs, 


The Roendmcha, of the same date, in its columns of local 
news, gives particulars of the behaviour of some drunken Euro- 
pean soldiers in. Mohulla, Naya Ganw (Lucknow), on the 9th 
February. Such was the disturbance caused by them, that all 
communication.with the mohulla was stopped, and the. inhabi- 
fants shut up. the doors. of their houses. Nevertheless, the 
soldiers forced entrance first into the house of Lala Bhugwan 
Das, an employé of the Railway Office, and then into the 


gardens of Baboo Khetur Nauth Bose, where they committed — 


much mischief ;. and it was with the greatest difficulty that 


they were driven out, the Police through fear, remaining 
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silent spedtators of this scétie of violence and spoliation all the 
while. — 


‘The editor regrets that, though complaints of the mischief 
done by allowing Europein soldiers to go in the city in a 
state of intoxication are so often brought to the notice of the 
authorities, no steps are taken by them for putting an effec- 
tive stop to the grievance. 


The Nay’ l-Actin, of the same date, invites attention to the 
clever tricks employed by certain bad characters in Jhung 
(Punjab) for cheating the public.. Among these tricks one is to 
go toa village, mark the figure, size, &¢., of some horse, 
buffalo; or other animal belonging to the inhabitants, and then 
report to the Police that an animal of such a description which 
was their property, has been stolen away. After a few days 
they again go to the Police and state that they have discovered 
@ trace of thé lost animal, and lodge complaint in court, 
prove their claim by the help of false witnesses, and thus 


®ucéeed in getting possession of another’s property, and ob- 
taining the conviction of the rightful owners besides. 


Sinailariy, they forge bonds in some rich man’s name, get 
them registered with the aid of tutored witnesses, and on the 
expiration of the term put down in the bond, sue in court for 


the money, and of course sueceed 1 in obtaining a decree in their 
favour. | : 


The Kawi Vachén-Sudhé of the 12th February, ublishea 
complaints of the taxes levied at the Allahabad Magh fair, no- 
ticed in detail in the Selections from time to timé, and regrets 
that Government should take no notice of the grievance. It 

13 added, that netwithstanding the vast income from the taxes, 
‘ho efficient arrangements are made for the convénience of 


the pilgrims—even the road leading to the sacred river being 
suffered to remain in a very bad and dusty state, 


The editor concludes by blaming the local English paper 
for passing over the grievance in silence. 
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A correspondent of the Rajputdna Social Science Congress 
Gazette, of the 7th February, praises the Mahara) ah of Puttiala 
for his high appreciation of learned : and accomplished men, of 
which he has recently given a singular proof. One Khwaja 
Budr-ood-deen Ali (alias Khwaja Aman), having prepared 
and published an Urdu version of the Bostan-i- Khiyal, a volu- 
minous work in Persian by Mir Taqi, presented the first three 
volumes of it, which were then ready, to the. Maharajah. 
His Highness admired the style of the book, whieh is pro- 
nounced by the correspondent to be flowing and dulcet, and 
asa public proof of his recognition of the author’s merits, 
‘honoured him with a high position and a &hillut, together with 
Rs. 1,000 in cash, in a public durbar, and nes further 
aid to enable him to‘finish the work. 
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The Benares Akhbdr, of the 13th Way, repeats the 


complaint as to the prohibition against the sounding of the 
sunkh (the conch blown by the Hindoos at the time of worship- 
ing their deities)in the Hindu temples in the ‘Rampore State. 
The grievance is especially prevalent in the villages ceded to the 
State by the Hrglish Government, and has caused Great dis- 
aiisetion among the people. 
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he editor. cannot understand why, unlike all other Native 
States, where Hindoos and Musulmans enjoy full liberty in 
the performance | of the rites of their respective creeds, the 
Rampore State should allow such intolerance, and calls upon 
Government to interfere in the matter. 
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EDUCATIONAL. 


The Akhbdr-i- Anjumdn-i-Panjab, of the 7th “February, crit- 
acizes the order recently laid down by the Director of Public 
JAnstruction, North-Western Provinces, binding all English 
feachgrsin. the-Government schools in those Dooslacs, draw- 
ing below Rs. 100, who have not t pased the L, A., or Entrance 
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Examination of the Caleutta University, to undergo an exami- 
nation’ in November. next, on pain, if they show incapacity of 
being ‘excluded from service in the Educational Department. 

It is remarked that the order has created great sensation in the 
North-Western Provinces, and-has caused such anxiety in the 
minds of the teachers, that many of them cannot pay proper 
attention to their duties. In the writer’s opinion, the measure 
is certainly.a hard one, and he sees no reason why, if the poor 
teachers in question are to be subjected to the ordeal, the L. As. 
and B. As. of the Calcutta University, who are.in many in- 
stances far inferior to them in literary ability, should not share 
the same fate. In a word, justice requires either that the teach- 
ers receiving below Rs. 100 per mensem be subjected to the 
examination .equally with those drawing a higher salary, or 

that the former should be exempted from it likewise. 


The Nagri Prakash, of the same date, notices.a similar 
kind of order, said to have been passed in Berar, according 
to which all teachers of schools of the higher class there, 
who are not graduates of the Calcutta University, will have 
to undergo an examination after every six months, 


The Kavi Vachan -Sudhd, of the 12th February, in +a 
communicated article, remarks that for want-of efficient 
supervision over the books published by native presses, works 
of a worthless character, which are the productions of in- 
competent men, and others which are either of an inferior 
rank or immoral tendency, are largely printed at them, to 
which it is owing that native publications fail to be attractive 
to the public, while native presses have fallen into dis- 
repute. : 


To remove this evil the writer suggests that a special order 
should be passed by Government to the effect, that no books 
should be published at any press until they have been previ- 
ously examined and approved of by an’ authorized society 

‘nominated for the purpose, 
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